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What is TeenTech? 
 
TeenTech will give 300 students in Years 8/9 across Hampshire the chance to 
meet a fascinating range of employers from the Science, Engineering and 
Technology industries.  
 
One of the unique features of the TeenTech experience is the use of business 
“ambassadors” who accompany small groups of students and teachers 
throughout the day. You will be one of 30 business volunteers from STEM 
companies, willing to offer their time to support, inspire and chat to young people 
as they experience the event.  

It’s a key role, because for many teenagers, you will be the first person working in 
Science, Engineering or Technology they have ever met. Your presence will 
boost their knowledge and understanding of the contemporary business world. 

 

 

What will I have to do? 

At TeenTech every group of ten students has their own industry ambassador 
volunteer to guide them around the different activities, exhibitions and challenges. 

Simply by chatting to them you will help dispel many of the stereotypical images 
they have. You’ll also be able to give them a rounded picture of what it really 
means to work in your industry. 

Groups will differ – some will be more confident about asking questions but others 
may be more reticent and you can really help them get the most from activities 
and from the opportunity to meet the other engineers and scientists on exhibition 
stands and in the activity area. 

Feedback from previous events has shown us that the day makes a deep 
impression – students are exposed to career paths they may never otherwise 
have realised existed. We also try to demonstrate that although many of the 
people they meet will have degrees, this is not the only entry level to a career in 
STEM and there are openings for students on apprentice schemes. 

And it’s a two-way experience. Ambassadors often tell us the day inspires them to 
do more work with young students. 
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How does the event work? 

June 12th  

8.00 am Ambassador briefing and familiarisation with activity areas (meet 
at indoor tennis courts). 

9.15 am   Schools arrive (reception). 

Ambassadors join students on tables in the tennis courts. Help students to 
assemble their name badges. Give students the “Draw A Scientist” worksheets, 
a valuable activity which captures the stereotypical images they hold, so allow 
them free rein. 

If students arrive very early, they can also start to think about ideas for the “Ideas 
Wall” which could win them an ipod!  Post-It notes are provided for this. 

We want the students to think imaginatively about the kind of science and 
technology that might make life better in 2050. They can think about any aspect – 
how technology might help improve the planet, travel, buildings, clothes, food, 
entertainment, sport, academic life, health, the arts.  They are free to use 
technology and science that does not yet exist.  

If you consider how much and how fast technology has developed over the past 
40 years, that gives you some idea of how far they can let their imaginations soar! 

After the opening session, they are free to add as many ideas to the Ideas Wall 
at any time during the day.  

The wall will close after lunch to give us time to judge it.  

9.50 am Welcome and introduction by Maggie Philbin. (indoor tennis 
courts).  

 

10.10 am Students are then split into three groups of 100 to experience the 
three zones of the event carousel style: each group spends an hour 
in a zone and then moves on to the next one. 
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The Zones are: 

1. The Innovation Zone – Indoor tennis courts 

I 

Working in teams on tables of ten, students will design an app for a mobile 
phone. App designers will talk briefly about their work and explain what goes into 
a successful app. Armed with this information, each team is challenged to design 
their own.  

 

Students will need to: 

1. Decide on an idea and explain the problem it is designed to solve.  

2. List the features of the app.  

3. Design the app logo.  

4. Nominate a spokesperson to give a thirty second description of the app at 
the end of the session.  

 

Your role will be to help stimulate discussion, encourage them to work as a team 
and to assign roles.  Allowing for the app designer’s presentation and the final 
round-up, they will have approximately 30 minutes to complete the activity itself. 
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2. The Insight Exhibition – Indoor tennis courts 

 

The visits to stands are carefully timetabled, students spending 15 minutes at 3 
pre-arranged stands and then given a free choice for the final 15 minutes. Some 
of the stands will be running mini-challenges.  You will be given the details for the 
stand visits on the day and will be responsible for steering five students from the 
group while their teacher takes the others. Do encourage the students to ask lots 
of questions and to make the most of the activities on the stands. 

 

 

3. The Challenge Zone – conference suites 

 

The activities in the Challenge 
Zone take place in the different 
conference suites around the hotel.  

Your students will visit two activities 
for 30 minutes at a time.  Again, 
you will be given these details on 
the day. 

 

 

11.15 am Coffee Break. 

11.30 am Session 2, students move to different areas. 
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12.30 pm Lunch for students (indoor tennis courts). During this time, 
encourage them to put their ideas for improving life in 2050 on the 
Ideas Wall. 

 

 

 

1.00 pm Session 3 begins. 

2.00 pm Final Prize giving.  

2.40 pm Schools depart. 

 

Please encourage students to take part in all the challenges and competitions. 
You’ll notice them grow in confidence throughout the day. 

We hope you have a great day and we welcome your feedback after the event, as 
you will have a detailed picture of the activities, stands and challenges from the 
students’ perspective and we would like to know which ones worked best for your 
group. 

 
 
If you would be willing to act as a Business Ambassador, or have any 
questions about the role, please contact Jackie Calvert at Basingstoke 
Consortium Ltd. 
 
Email: jackie.calvert@bas-consort.org.uk or  Tel: 01256 840710 
 

mailto:jackie.calvert@bas-consort.org.uk
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Venue Information and Directions: 

 

Getting to The Hampshire Court Hotel 

 

 

 

Centre Drive, Great Binfields Road, Chineham 
Basingstoke 
Hampshire 
RG24 8FY 

Tel: 01256 319700, Fax: 01256 319730 
Website: www.qhotels.co.uk/hotels/the-hampshire-court-hampshire.aspx  

From M3:  

Exit Junction 6 first roundabout straight over and follow signs to the A33 for Reading. At 
the red man roundabout take the third exit towards A33 Reading, turn right at the 
Chineham Centre Roundabout into Great Binfields Road signposted The Hampshire 
Court. Follow the road round for about ¼ mile and the hotel is on the left hand side. 
Parking available onsite.  

 

From M4:  

Exit Junction 11 and follow signs on the A33 towards Basingstoke. At the 5th 
roundabout, Chineham Centre Roundabout, turn 2nd left into Great Binfields Road.  

The hotel is a quarter mile along this road on the left hand side. Parking available 
onsite. 

 

By Rail:  

Take the train to Basingstoke Station, which is situated approximately 2 miles from the 
hotel.  You will then need to take a taxi from the station to the hotel. (The taxi rank is 
located at the front of the station).  Approximate cost of a taxi is £5.00.   

http://www.qhotels.co.uk/hotels/the-hampshire-court-hampshire.aspx

