
 
 
 
 

 

Visit arranged jointly by the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers and the Royal Aeronautical Society, 30 June 

2013 
 

This was a once in a lifetime privilege. We visited the home of Wing 
Commander Ken Wallis, a sprightly 97 year old, who entertained us 
and educated us with anecdotes and technical information taken 
from his life of engineering and aviating. 
 
The visit was organised as a full day’s outing that took 14 members and prospective 
members by minibus from London to the Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum at 
Flixton in Suffolk and then on to the home of Wing Commander Wallis. It came about 
following an inspiring address to the General Aviation Group of the RAeS by Wing 
Commander Ken Wallis in which he described his life of engineering, racing and 
aviating. His most famous creation, the “Little Nellie” autogyro that 007 used on the 
“bad guys”, was naturally a key component of Wing Commander Wallis’ address. 
 
After a long journey in the minibus (a last-minute substitute for the coach that we had 
booked), we enjoyed a carvery lunch at the Buck Inn whose car park rather quaintly 

forms the entrance to the outdoor section of 
Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum at Flixton.  
The collection of aircraft is remarkable and 
extensive and includes “Little Nellie”. The 
museum, which is free to enter, is staffed 
entirely by volunteers and funded by visitor 
donations. The collection of aviation artifacts in 
the museum is also extensive and these are 
kept in good 
condition in a 

number of well-maintained aerodrome “huts” that are 
appropriate to the Second World War period. 
 
The collection is home to the Wallbro, a cross channel 
potential competitor to Bleriot originally built by Wing 
Commander Wallis’ father and now reconstructed and 
flown by Wing Commander Wallis. 

 
We rejoined the 
minibus at 4pm 
and began the second leg of our journey to the 
home of Wing Commander Wallis arriving at 5pm. 
We met him in his main workshop/hangar that is 
virtually a museum in its own right, except that 
many of the autogyros are still airworthy. There 
were other remarkable Wallis designs including a 
miniature camera, model slot cars (predating 
Scalextric), and several racing boats. We found a 
variety of old and modern aeroengines, one of 

which was an RR 0-240 Continental (which had been reduced to a twin!). 



 
 
 
 

 
In stark contrast to the chopped 0-240, a pair 
of 3200hp Bristol Centaurus 18 cylinder twin 
row radials were to be found in another 
workshop. Awesome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Among the several autogyros was an 
interesting contra-rotating experimental 
design that used a pair of Bombardier 

engines. It is perhaps symptomatic of Wing Commander Wallis’ inventive mind that no 
two of his machines are identical.  
 
At the end of the visit, we were pleased to present Wing Commander Wallis with an 
Institution tankard as a small thank you for his hospitality. 
 
 

 
 
Find out more about what the region is up to at 
http://nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/Greater-London  
 

http://nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/Greater-London

