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SPRING 2020 
INTERNATIONAL ACCIDENT 
INVESTIGATION CONFERENCE
for more details visit:  
www.imeche.org/knowledge/industries/
Railway/events

Milford House, 1 Milford Street,  
Swindon SN1 1DW
Milford House is five minutes walk from Swindon station. 
Turn right outside the station into Station Road, turn second 
left into Beales Close and Milford House is 100 m on your left 
(the blue building). Our meeting is on the fifth floor.

Steam Museum, Kemble Drive,  
Swindon SN2 2TA
The Steam Museum is ten minutes walk from Swindon 
station. Turn right outside the station into Station Road, and 
after 500 m, opposite the Mechanics Institute, turn right into 
the former Swindon Works access tunnel under the railway. 
At the end of tunnel follow signs to the Steam Museum 

5-12 OCTOBER 2019
RAILWAY DIVISION TECHNICAL TOUR 
Railway Technical Tour 2019 of the Railway 
Division of the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers to Prague, Pilsen/Velim, Brno, 
Vienna, Linz, Altenrhein, Rorschach and St. Gall
For more details:
www.imeche.org/knowledge/industries/
railway/events
The Railway Division produces a very 
busy programme including lectures, visits, 
workshops, conferences and seminars.
Please visit www.imeche.org/knowledge/
industries/railway/events to view the full list  
of events.
If you have any queries about the Railway 
Division, please email ge@imeche.org 

RAILWAY CHALLENGE
A highlight of the Railway Division’s programme 
is the annual Railway Challenge in which teams 
of young engineers design and develop a 10 
1/4 inch gauge locomotive. The teams from 
industry and universities compete in a series of 
rigorous tests and performance challenges for 
the coveted trophy. 
Further information is available at:
www.imeche.org/get-involved/young-
members-network/railwaychallenge  
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CHAIRMAN’S  
NOTE
I have pleasure in presenting our forthcoming 
programme of events for 2019-20.  Please note 
that this year we have a new location for some 
of our Swindon meetings and a new day of 
the week for the majority of the meetings. In 
place of Western House we are now meeting 
at Milford House in Swindon – this is the blue 
building on the opposite side of the car park 
to Western House. The meeting room is on the 
fifth floor of Milford House. Further details of 
the meetings will be available on the IMechE 
website 1-2 weeks before each event (see 
address below).  Please can you help us to 
spread the word that all of our events are free 
and are open to engineers of all disciplines, and 
indeed to non-engineers.

I hope you will find something to interest 
you in our varied programme, we have some 
excellent and topical events planned.  There is 
also the popular Christmas family evening in 
December followed by a hot buffet, and I would 
particularly recommend the March Future of 
Rail presentation competition as an interesting 
and enjoyable evening hearing about the work 
being done by young developing engineers in 
our region.  We continue to build our links with 
the other engineering institutions and have 
joint lectures with IET and PWI.

Our AGM will be held on 28 April 2020.  If 
you have any suggestions for future lectures, 
technical visits or other matters, or would 
like to be considered for a position on the 
Committee, we would be very pleased to hear 
from you.

Matt Prosser 
Chairman, South Western Centre,  
Railway Division

TUESDAY 3 SEPTEMBER ‘19
Chairman’s address
Milford House, Swindon 17.00 for 17.30
New railway division chairman Graham Neil gives his 
chairman’s address which will explain his background 
serving London, and his aspiration for the future.

TUESDAY 8 OCTOBER ‘19
Electrologix signalling and design 
automation
UTC, Swindon 18.30 for 19.00
Neil Warburton of Atkins will present the signalling 
interlocking system in use in medium applications 
around the world.
Joint event with IET

WEDNESDAY 6 NOVEMBER ‘19
Class 444/450 15 years on
Southampton University
17.45 career fayre, 18.30 lecture
Railway industry employers’ careers fayre followed 
by lecture by SWR and Siemens on the successes and 
failures of this manufacturer maintained fleet.

TUESDAY 3 DECEMBER ‘19
Christmas Lecture – Vintage Trains TOC 
and Tyseley Locomotive Works
Steam Museum, Swindon 17.00 for 17.30
Adrian Shooter will describe the Vintage Trains train 
operating company, and the history, facilities and 
workload of Tyseley depot.
Followed by complementary hot buffet

WEDNESDAY 8 JANUARY ‘20
Where is the future railway
Davidson House, Reading 17.15 for 17.45
Dr Peter Hubbard explains his research at 
Loughborough University and what he thinks the 
future could look like.
Joint event with PWI

WEDNESDAY 5 FEBRUARY ‘20
Valley Line Electrification
Cardiff University 
16.00 career fayre, 17.30 lecture
Railway industry employers’ careers fayre followed by 
lecture on the innovative electrification project for the 
Cardiff Valleys rail network.  

TUESDAY 18 FEBRUARY ‘20
Making a stronger case for rail 
electrifcation
Steam Museum, Swindon 17.00 for 17.30
David Clarke of RIA having reviewed the current 
scene will explain the case for everything from 25kV 
continuous electrification to self-powered electric 
trains. 
Joint event with IET

TUESDAY 3 MARCH ‘20
Future of Rail Presentations
Milford House, Swindon 17.00 for 17.30
Aspiring young engineers describe the technical 
challenges they have addressed in a presentation 
competition with monetary prizes and the chance to 
progress to the national final at Birdcage Walk.

TUESDAY 28 APRIL ‘20
AGM followed by 
Symposium on future on board power
Milford House, Swindon 17.00 for 17.30
David Shirres will explain the scope and limitations 
of hydrogen trains and Angel Trains will be talking 
about the case for battery hybrid technology, then 
the audience will have their chance to debate the 
issues.

TUESDAY 19 MAY ‘20
Technical visit to CAF works, Llanwern
Visit to brand new works, pre-booking 
ESSENTIAL 
More details available on website

SATURDAY 27 JUNE ‘20
Summer social at GWRS Cheltenham
Traditional summer event, at a new location on the 
Cheltenham – Broadway steam railway, pre-booking 
ESSENTIAL 
More details available on website

Latest details are available from the IMechE 
website:
nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/Western/
south-west-rd-centre/about-us

ALL LECTURES ARE FREE  
AND OPEN TO ALL

Light refreshments are provided prior to 
meetings but please book, if you can, to assist 
catering numbers, using ‘near-you’ on website.
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