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Western House, 1 Holbrook Way,  
Swindon SN1 1BD
Western House is five minutes walk from Swindon station. 
Turn right outside the station into Station Road, turn 
second left into Beales Close, first right into Cheltenham 
Street and Western House is directly in front.

Steam Museum, Kemble Drive,  
Swindon SN2 2TA
The Steam Museum is ten minutes walk from Swindon 
station. Turn right outside the station into Station Road, and 
after 500 m, opposite the Mechanics Institute, turn right into 
the former Swindon Works access tunnel under the railway. 
At the end of tunnel follow signs to the Steam Museum 
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RAILWAY DIVISION  
LECTURE PROGRAMME
The Railway Division produces a very 
busy programme including lectures, visits, 
workshops, conferences and seminars at its 
seven centres throughout the UK and the 
Institutions headquarters.  

Please visit the full list of events at: 

www.imeche.org/knowledge/

www.imeche.org/events/events-
upcoming?topic=railway 

If you should have any queries about the 
Railway Division, please email:

railway@imeche.org

15-16 NOVEMBER ‘16
INTERNATIONAL ACCIDENT 
INVESTIGATION CONFERENCE
for more details visit:  
www.imeche.org/knowledge/industries/
Railway/events
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19 SEPTEMBER 2016
Development of braking technology
Steam Museum, Swindon 17.00 for 17.30
Robin Eaton from Knorr Bremse describes brake 
design from 1960’s to present day and beyond
Joint event with IET

12 OCTOBER 2016
Electrification from the ground up
UTC, Swindon 18.00 for 18.30
Lecture organised by IET Swindon area, more details 
to follow
Joint event with IET

25 OCTOBER 2016
Sustaining the future
Southampton University 17.00 for 17.30
New railway division chairman Richard East gives 
his chairman’s address which will illustrate how 
engineers can contribute to a successful railway 
industry of the future 

7 NOVEMBER 2016
HST 40th anniversary 
Steam Museum, Swindon 17.00 for 17.30
Engineers who were/are involved in this iconic British 
engineering masterpiece present their view on the 
past present and future of the HST 

5 DECEMBER 2016
Christmas Lecture - Safety of the Railway
Steam Museum, Swindon 17.00 for 17.30
Cliff Perry presents his take on a safe railway and 
how it is achieved, suitable for all - with audience 
participation quizzes
Followed by complementary hot buffet

4 JANUARY 2017
Design of HS2
Davidson House, Reading 17.15 for 17.45
The designer of track for HS2 explains this exciting 
new British engineering project
Joint event with PWI

W/C 13 FEBRUARY 2017
Electrification of Severn Tunnel
Cardiff University
Network Rail explain the problems and innovative 
solutions for integrating modern technology into 
Victorian infrastrucure  
More details available on website

20 MARCH 2017
Future of Rail Presentations
Western House, Swindon 17.00 for 17.30
Aspiring young engineers describe the technical 
challenges they have addressed

10 APRIL 2017
New P2 steam locomotive
Western House, Swindon 17.00 for 17.30
Engineer Graham Nicholas explains the 
developments of this exciting project to resurrect 
a brand new steam locomotive based on Sir Nigel 
Gresley’s original design

8 MAY 2017
AGM - New trains for the north
Western House, Swindon 17.00 for 17.30
AGM of the centre followed by presentation on the 
future new rolling stock for the new north of England 
franchise

W/C 5 JUNE 2017
Technical visit to Hitachi Stoke  
Gifford depot
Visit to brand new depot, pre-booking ESSENTIAL 
More details available on website

AUGUST 2017
Summer Social at GWS Didcot
Traditional summer visit and steam train rides,  
pre-booking ESSENTIAL  
More details available on website

CHAIRMAN’S  
NOTE
I have pleasure in presenting you with our 
programme of events for 2016-17.  I hope that 
you will find this of interest.  Further details will 
be available on the IMechE website 1-2 weeks 
before each event (see address below).  Please 
can you help us to spread the word that all of our 
events are free and are open to engineers of all 
disciplines, and indeed to non-engineers.

There is a very special lecture in November to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the HST, 
which began service in our area in 1976. Because 
we are so associated with this train it is apposite 
that engineers describe their own dealings with 
the story of the HST.

We are continuing our successful engagement 
with universities with presentations at 
Southampton and Cardiff this year. There is 
also the popular Christmas family evening 
in December followed by a hot buffet, and I 
would recommend the March presentation 
competition as a thoroughly interesting and 
enjoyable evening

Our AGM will be held on 8th May 2017.  If 
you have any suggestions for future lectures, 
technical visits or other matters, or would like to 
be considered for a position on the Committee, 
we would be very pleased to hear from you.

Andy Mellors 
Chairman, South Western Centre,  
Railway Division

Latest details are available from the IMechE 
website:
nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/Western/
south-west-rd-centre/about-us

ALL LECTURES ARE FREE AND 
OPEN TO ALL

Light refreshments are provided prior to 
meetings but please book, if you can, to assist 
catering numbers, using ‘near-you’ on website.


