
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers’ Annual Plymouth Cardboard 

Boat Race 

The 6th year of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers’ (IMechE) Plymouth Cardboard Boat 

Race (#CBR17) took place on Saturday 16th September! This year’s race, apart of the 

weekend long Seafood Festival and in association with PDSSA (Plymouth & Devon Schools 

Sailing Association) was the biggest yet. With 47 teams and 300 participants throughout 

the day it was another huge success, despite the occasional shower!  

With added competitive events and more interactive stands, it was a fun day for all ages 

to enjoy Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) challenges.  

This year saw the addition of the Adult Pre-Build 

competition with 4 teams competing alongside the 14 

primary school and 3 secondary schools.  The big challenge 

was the Build on the Day Competition which was open to 

all with 27 teams building their boats within 3 hours and 

then hoping they floated!  

Prizes during the day include 1st, 2nd and 3rd for the pre 

build and build on the day, Most Innovative Design, Best 

Sinking and Best Fancy Dress.  

In addition to the race, there were more activity stands 

than ever before with free workshops from Babcock 

International, Women in STEM Plymouth, Royal Institute of 

Naval Architects. These activities were designed to show 

off the huge variety in Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Maths and encourage young people to pursue the 

subjects at school and consider them as future careers. 

Henry Stephens, spokesman for the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, said:  

“This competition is a fantastic opportunity for people to test their creativity and 

imagination. 

“It promotes the benefits and achievements of the engineering profession and supports the 

education of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Maths (STEM) in local schools and 

colleges. 

 



“Engineering is about problem-solving, and we had professional engineers on-hand 

throughout the day, to explain what it means to be an engineer – it’s not what most people 

think!” 

 

 

Congratulations to all the competitors and we look forward to seeing you all next year 

Photos will be made available on our facebook page @IMECHEdevonand cornwall 

 

Henry Stephens Mike Elliott 
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Notes to Editors 

● The Institution of Mechanical Engineers was established in 1847 and has some of the world’s 

greatest engineers in its history books. It is one of the fastest growing professional engineering 

institutions. Headquartered in London, we have operations around the world and over 111,000 

members in more than 140 countries working at the heart of the most important and dynamic 

industries such as the automotive, rail, aerospace, medical, power and construction industries. 
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