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Adrian Bowyer obtained his degree in mechanical
engineering and his PhD in tribology at Imperial
College. He was at the University of Bath from 1977 to
2012, first as a researcher in the Maths department
and later as a lecturer in the Engineering department.
He now helps run the company RepRapPro Ltd.

His research covers geometric computing in general
(he is one of the authors of the Bowyer-Watson
algorithm for Voronoi diagrams), the application of
computers to manufacturing, and biomimetics. His
main work in biomimetics is on self-copying machines.
He invented the RepRap Project — an open-source self-
replicating 3D printer.
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Bath and Bristol Young Members are pleased to
announce a lecture about RepRap, humanity's first
general-purpose  self-replicating  manufacturing
machine.

The Guardian said of RepRap, "[This machine] has
been called the invention that will bring down global
capitalism, start a second industrial revolution and
save the environment..."

One of our key goals as a Young Members’ Panel is to
provide you with interesting lectures that will also
help young engineers learn about the many
possibilities for their future career.

Note that one of the RepRap machines will be there
on the day for a live demonstration!

g http://nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/Western/bath-bristol-young-member-panel

a http://www.facebook.com/BathAndBristoliIMechEYM

This talk will be about RepRap - the Replicating Rapid-
prototyper. This 3D printer builds real, robust
component up in layers of plastic. This technology
already existed before RepRap, but the cheapest
proprietary machine then would have set you back
£15,000. And it wasn't even designed so that it could
make itself.

So what the RepRap team have done is to develop and
to give away the designs for a much cheaper machine
with the novel capability of being able to self-copy
(material costs are about £400). That way it's
accessible to small communities in the developing
world as well as individuals in the developed world.

The RepRap machine is being distributed entirely free

to everyone using open-source - so, if you have one,
you can make another and give it to a friend...

The event is open for all; however, it is necessary to

reprappro.com

register. For this, or for any additional information, please

send an email to:

Guillermo Durango - gjd24@bath.ac.uk
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