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Festival of Design and Engineering 2026 at Bournemouth University 
 
 
Attended by Mousa Abuaskar and Richard Gibbons 
 
The IMechE Bournemouth Area Committee attended Bournemouth University’s Festival of 

Design and Engineering (FoDE) on Thursday, 18 June 2026. The committee was 

represented by Mousa and Richard, who reviewed the final-year engineering projects and 

spoke with students about their designs, research and practical work. 

 

 

 

The judging considered several key criteria, including the technical quality of the work, the 

level of innovation demonstrated, the project’s practical or industrial application, the 

student’s understanding of the engineering principles involved, and their ability to 

communicate and defend their design decisions. The judges also considered the quality of 

the physical prototype, testing or supporting evidence. 

The IMechE sponsorship was included in the annual Bournemouth University’s Design 

Projects Handbook. The award arrangements were developed collaboratively between 

Bournemouth University and the IMechE Bournemouth Area Committee. Promotional 

posters (banners) were prepared and organised by the Bournemouth Area Committee Chair, 

Jason Franks.  
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Two projects were selected to receive the 2026 IMechE awards. The first involved the 

development of an ultrasonic fatigue-testing system intended to support the investigation of 

material failure under very high numbers of loading cycles. The project also demonstrated 

links with the university’s wider engineering research activities related to ultrasonic testing.  

The second winning project involved the design and control of a robotic arm and gripper 

system. It demonstrated a strong combination of mechanical design, control engineering, 

manufacture and practical testing.  

Each winner received a physical trophy and a certificate. The overall standard of the projects 

was very good, with students demonstrating considerable technical ability, creativity and 

confidence. The Bournemouth Area Committee was pleased to continue supporting FoDE 

and recognising the achievements of the next generation of engineers.  

The Engineering Excellence Award: 
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Innovation in Engineering Award: 
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IMechE physical award: 

 


