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Institution of Mechanical Engineers – North East Region 

Minutes of committee meeting held on 25th March, 2013,  

at The Highfield Hotel, East Rainton. 

Present: 

Mark Jackson (Chair);  Jonathan Grey (Hon.Treas.); 
Chris Briggs (T&W); Denis Healy (Staff); 
Ali Daadbin; Faye Hunter (Greenpower); 
Manfred Engel; Alan Shaw (Dinner); 
Eric Fisher (Hon.Sec.); Scott Taylor (Past Chair); 
Dave Gouch (AD); Matt. Walker (T&W YM); 

Philip Vaughan (Aero.); 

1. Apologies:

Apologies were received from Yetunde Adediran, June Blakemore, Doug Cartwright, Steve 
Thompson (RailwayD), Jeremy Lewis(SRG) and Keith Watson. 

2. Minutes.

The minutes of the meeting held on 28th January, 2013, were approved and signed by the 
Chair.   It was confirmed that Minutes are routinely forwarded to HQ and must, therefore, 
reflect the full range of the Committee’s responsibilities. 

3. Chairman’s Report

The Chair would be compiling the full Annual Report for HQ, but Mark had already 
circulated a list of current key points by e-mail, Annex A.   There was brief discussion of the 
following.  

 He thanked those who had sent apologies.   To meet the Committee’s responsibilities, it was 
necessary to know who would be contributing to meetings and to have brief written reports 
from those listed to report in the Committee Agenda.   There was general agreement that the 
AD proforma, used for Dave Gouch’s report (Annex B), might form a succinct basis for such 
work.   The Hon.Sec. agreed to consider preparation of a suitable proforma.   For secretarial 
convenience, it would be appreciated if all reports were submitted as Word or Excel 
attachments to e-mails:  .pdf, in particular, could cause problems. 

As noted in the AGM, there was general confidence that the budget for the year would be 
achieved.   To assist monitoring, Dave Gouch agreed to forward AD spreadsheets to the 
Hon.Treasurer, who would consider their use for presenting more detailed quantitative 
reports to future meetings. 
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The view was that strategic targets were being met, but efficient feedback was needed to 
ensure that all were reported accurately. 

The Engineering Success dinner continued to yield positive outcomes.   Denis Healy was 
particularly pleased with the number of Company Registration Schemes it had generated and 
discussions with Siemens seemed likely to yield a blueprint for Eng.Tech. development.   
There was some discussion about possible tensions between the interests of the individual 
and the organisation, but the value for all concerned of Company Registration Schemes and 
the benefits of having sound Institution contacts in major regional companies were clear 
benefits. 

Social networking and web activities continued to progress, albeit at a slow rate, but it had 
become clear that the need to support these initiatives had created a role which was 
something rather different from the original Information Officer brief.   The Chair agreed to 
discuss the position with Yetunde once the new role definition was made available. 

The Primary Engineer training days had been a resounding success, attracting a number of 
senior regional Engineers.   Almost 40 regional schools were now involved.   Philip Vaughan 
noted the schools’ visit programme at Darchem and it was agreed to feed this back to Primary 
Engineer. 

The unanimous view was that the President’s presentation and Regional support at the 
Trailblazers Conference had represented the Institution in the best professional light.   Those 
involved had slight concerns that the event, organised by the Discovery Museum, had 
suffered from mission creep and the objectives and attendance, although satisfactory, were a 
little disappointing.  

The Regional Newsletter has now been sanctioned by RSB.   It is to be based on Near You 
material.   The Chair will review the Regional newsletter which will be created by Michele 
Wheeler at HQ.  It is anticipated that the Information Coordinator/Web Officer role will be 
very different from what was mooted over a year ago.  Our Near You information is now 
being created by a group of individuals and the newsletter will be automatically generated.  It 
is therefore essential that we provide good forecasting of events and high quality information. 
It was noted that T&W now have a “Noticeboard” section for anyone wishing to post on it. 

After discussion, the Chair agreed follow up Denis Healy’s lead regarding the provision of 
standard Institution magnetic name badges for members manning public events. 

4. Secretary’s Report

Scott Taylor reported that he and the Chair had attended the Regional I.Chem.E. Dinner on 
15th March. 

Correspondence had been received from Equal Approach, an organisation which aims to help 
the disabled and unemployed back into work.   Details would be posted on the web for any 
members interested in assisting. 
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It was noted that some secretarial costs may result from the change in Hon.Sec. and it was 
confirmed that such minor expenditure is budgeted for. 

5. Treasurer’s Report

As noted in the AGM, Jon confirmed that it should be possible to fund the planned 
programme, but the weighting through the year made it difficult to predict future spend 
accurately. 

AD practice (Minute 3 (above)) might form a basis for more detailed reporting at future 
meetings. 

6. Regional Manager’s Report

Denis Healy reported that Membership acquisitions were generally good.   Schemes 
including those resulting from the Engineering Success Dinner placed the Region in a strong 
position:  Jacobs, Wellstream, SMD and Darchem were some of the leading companies 
involved. 

Work with apprentices for the Eng.Tech. was also developing, with Level 3 qualifications 
now deemed to meet the requirements for that class of Membership.   Siemens, Caterpillar 
and British Engines had shown interest in this area. 

A Mentor Training event was scheduled for April at the Vermont Hotel, Newcastle.  A web 
based Supported Registration scheme, similar to MPDS developments, was now generally 
available. 

T&W YMs were planning a “Get Registered” event.   Company based schemes which 
provided a definite timetable for applications were proving successful in Yorkshire and might 
usefully be extended in the Region. 

Denis and Scott agreed to discuss a Teesside Membership event for the autumn. 

7. Automobile Report

Dave Gouch spoke to his tabled report, Annex B.   The Classic Car meeting was intended to 
be on outside event with a social element.   It was suggested that Durham Regatta, which 
frequently features Classic cars in its supporting programme, might yield a suitable format. 

Dave’s assistance in forwarding financial spreadsheets to Regional Officers was minuted 
above. 

8. Railway Report

Steve Thompson was not able to be present, but his report was tabled, Annex C. 

Denis reported that the Shildon Museum plaque presentation was scheduled for 24th May. 
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9. Safety and Reliability Group

Jeremy Lewis had offered his apologies and there was no report. 

10. Aerospace Division

Philip Vaughan was attending his first meeting and had yet to attend an Aero Division 
meeting 

11. Panel Reports.

11.1. Teesside Area 

Scott Taylor spoke to the Area report, Annex D. 

Two new YM members had recently joined the Panel and it was hoped that the YM 
section would be re-established as a separate entity. 

11.2. Tyne & Wear 

Chris Briggs tabled his report, Annex E. 

Kevin Manning had arranged some very successful web training by conference call.   
Benefits would be seen on the T&W website. 

The repeat of the Thomas Lowe Grey lecture in the Region was now expected to be in 
September.   Richard Campbell and Graham Bradshaw (Discovery Museum) were 
involved in arrangements. 

11.3. Tyne & Wear YM 

Matt Walker reported in the absence of the YM Chair. 

The Biomechanics lecture by Prof.Tom Joyce had been well received with an 
audience of 35. 

The next lecture will be given by Jarek Rosinski on 17th April. 

A “Careers and Beers” event, directed at university students, was planned for May. 

12. Future events.

12.1. Annual Dinner 

Twenty tables were now paid for.   This should ensure the viability of the event. 

Invitations would be sent to approximately 100 new members;   partners would be 
welcome to attend at cost (£25).   Past experience suggested that about 20 members 
were likely to take up the invitation in which case the presentation of certificates 
would be made during the pre-dinner reception, following the practice of recent years. 
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The Region and Area Chairs would invite their Committee Members to attend, in line 
with recent practice. 

John Getty was expected to run a raffle for the nominated charity, but this was still to 
be confirmed. 

The 2014 Dinner would be on Friday, 25th April. This was expected to mark the end 
of the President’s two day visit to the Region.   In response to a question from Denis, 
it was confirmed that the speakers would include both a professional entertainer and 
the President. 

12.2. Greenpower 

HQ had supplied funding for a new kit car to be used for exhibition purposes.   Faye 
was organising a workshop at Siemens to cover its building.   Transport to Croft and 
other venues in the Region was still to be resolved.   In the longer term, it could go to 
a school or be used for further display. 

Richmond School was entering for the first time.   Some support was available from 
Cummins, but a further grant from the Region of about £500 would be essential.   Jon 
confirmed that a total of £2,500 was in the Regional budget to support Greenpower.   
Following the next Greenpower meeting on 17th April, Faye will discuss with him the 
likely total demand on Regional funding. 

As indicated at the last meeting, both Faye and Doug Cartwright are expecting to 
stand down from the Greenpower committee.   It was agreed that Faye would prepare 
a job description to aid the search for replacements. 

12.3.  Presidential Visit 

As indicated in Minute 12.1, a two day Presidential visit was expected on 25th April, 
2014. 

12.4.  Regional Information Update 

No report was received and there has been no meaningful web update for many 
months.  The new Regional Information Officer would be expected to create content 
and keep the website up to date.  A discussion took place regarding the use of Social 
Media and the T&W panel will give us feedback in order that we can make a decision 
about whether or not to do anything at a Regional level. 

13. Election of Co-opted Members

Following the AGM, the Committee has thirteen ex-officio members:  Mark Jackson (Chair), 
Eric Fisher (Hon.Sec.), Jonathan Grey (Hon.Treas.), Scott Taylor (Immediate Past Chair), 
Keith Watson (YM), Chris Briggs (T&W), James Blanchard (T&W YM), Stephen Thompson 
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(RD), David Gouch (AD), Jeremy Lewis (SRG), Philip Vaughan (Aero.), Manfred Engel 
(Past Chair) and Denis Healy (RBDO).  

Scott Taylor indicated that it was possible to have up to six co-opted members.   It was 
agreed that the Dinner Secretary and one representative of Greenpower should continue.   
When discussions are complete, the Information/Web Officer should have one place. 

In response to the request for a Regional Education Officer, three nominations had been 
received:  Yetunde Adediran, Ali Daadbin and Bowman Bradley.   In accordance with the 
Institution Rules and Guidelines, the Committee voted on the nominations and Dr.Ali 
Daadbin was elected by a majority. 

14. Date of next meeting.

Following the normal cycle, the next Committee meeting will be held in September.   
Members will be notified of the time and venue nearer to that time. 
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Annex A. 
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         Annex B 

Automobile Division Centre Report for Mar 2013 

1     ACTIVITIES SINCE LAST REPORT 

Date Title No. of 
members 

No. of 
non-
members 

Comments Co-
sponsorship 

Reco
mme
nded 
Y/N 

Feb 2013 BAE Tank factory tour & 
lecture 

10 5 Well received – but unavoidably 
small audience 

BAE 

2     FUTURE EVENTS 

Date Title Comments Co-sponsorship 
Apr 2013 Scalextric competition  Pre-registration required 
Mar 2013 Alternative Fuels for IC engines Cummins 
Jun 2013 Classic Car talk and social 
Jul 2013 NE Greenpower Heat 
Sep 2013 How Low Can You Go? Chairman’s Address 
Oct 2013 Hybrid Powertrains for the Highway Cummins 

3     RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION OF MEMBERS 

Committee steady at 10. 

4     RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DISCUSSION AT THE BOARD (or other comments) 

5     COLLABORATION WITH LOCAL REGION 

Regional event calendar is living and located in the “Google Cloud” - can be accessed by all groups and is working well. 
Region engaged fully with, and part fund, Greenpower support activities. 

6     RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PRIZES AND AWARDS 

Signed: Dave Gouch (Tyne Tees AD) 
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25th March 2013 

Summary: 

This session has so far contained highs and lows. Some terrible attendances and some great ones with 
excellent speakers.  We added an additional meeting at the NRM as this sees our highest audiences, 
however it does have the highest costs (almost £1000 for venue hire and refreshments). Our only ‘free’ 
venue has been reduced in capacity from 50 to 20 people which has meant we’ve had to select what we 
suspect will be poorly attended meetings for this venue.   

The majority of our committee meeting time is spent discussing budgetary constraints due to the 
increasing costs of venue and refreshments. At one meeting we were unable to table to usual 
refreshments due to these constraints and our members were only served with hot drinks. Fortunately, 
they didn’t seem to mind too much. The option of inviting speakers for a meal afterwards is no longer 
possible due to the lack of funds. Next year it is likely we will shrink the calendar back to 8 meetings 
from the 9 we had this year.  

Committee composition is still challenging. Some of the old guard are retiring (after decades of service in 
some instances) though some new blood has been found. Whilst we have had some success in finding 
new committee members, finding people to take up the roles of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer is as 
difficult as ever. 

Past Meetings 

a. Sept 2012. The Story of “Hush Hush”, By author Bill Brown @ the NRM
i. Attendance  - 47
ii. A very well received heritage topic, deliberately held at the NRM to capture audience

b. Oct 2012. Chairman’s Address – Bridget Eickhoff @ Leeds Art Gallery
i. Attendance – 18
ii. Disappointing attendance most likely linked to the location. Leeds is producing

diminishing returns in attendances.
c. Nov 2012. Main Brake Distributors , By Damian Brown @ Wabtec Rail

i. Attendance 26
ii. Technical paper, fairly well attended and very well received

d. Dec 2012. Film Evening @ NRM
i. Attendance 33
ii. Normally better attended however blighted by bad weather. Still popular.

e. January 2013. Young Members Papers.
i. Attendance 12.
ii. Hugely disappointing turnout likely caused by location. Previous YM evenings had

been held at Wabtec Rail, however we only now have access to a smaller room which
we didn’t think would be sufficient for the usual audience of around 30. Will revert to
Doncaster for future YM evenings.

f. February 2013. North Eastern Electrification by Peter Dearman
i. Attendance 65
ii. Despite snowfall, attendance was still reasonable for our keynote address. Extremely

well received, an excellent and recommended speaker.
g. March 2013. Further developments in wheel rail interface

i. Attendance 25

Average Attendance 32. 

Stephen Thompson 

Chairman, NE Centre, RD 

IMechE Railway Division – North Eastern Centre Annex C 

Report to NE Region 

25th March 2013
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IMechE	  Regional	  Meeting	  25th	  March	  2013	   Annex	  D	  

Teesside	  Area	  Panel	  Input	  

Panel	  Meetings	  

A	  Panel	  Meeting	  was	  held	  on	  the	  12th	  February	  has	  a	  full	  attendance	  of	  12	  members.	  	  As	  previously	  
recorded	  the	  YM’s	  will	  consolidate	  with	  the	  Senior	  Panel	  for	  2012/2013	  to	  help	  them	  re-‐establish	  
themselves.	  	  	  The	  Teesside	  AGM	  will	  be	  held	  on	  26th	  March	  2013.	  

Engagement	  with	  the	  other	  Institutions	  continues	  with	  attendance	  at	  the	  Cleveland	  Scientific	  
Institution	  Council	  Meeting	  and	  the	  Institute	  of	  Measurement	  and	  Council	  Annual	  Dinner	  and	  the	  
Institution	  of	  Chemical	  Engineers	  Annual	  Dinner.	  	  	  

Events	  

The	  Teesside	  Area	  continues	  its	  successful	  events	  in	  the	  2012/2013	  programme.	  

Sustainable	  Engineering	  –	  6th	  February	  2012	  
Chris	  Ennis	  of	  Teesside	  University	  gave	  a	  very	  thought-‐provoking	  talk	  on	  Carbon	  Reduction	  and	  
Sustainable	  Engineering.	  	  25	  people	  attended	  with	  good	  representation	  from	  Industry	  and	  Academia	  

Air	  Products	  Energy	  from	  Waste	  Plant	  Project	  –	  20th	  March	  2012	  	  
Peter	  Ellis	  gave	  an	  informative	  talk	  on	  the	  Air	  Products	  Gasification	  Power	  Plant	  Project	  in	  Teesside.	  	  
72	  people	  attended	  to	  hear	  about	  this	  $450m	  first	  of	  a	  kind	  project.	  	  The	  audience	  was	  
predominantly	  senior	  management	  and	  senior	  engineers	  from	  science	  and	  industry	  in	  Teesside	  

Institution	   Member	   Fellow	  
IMechE	   28	   12	  
IChemE	   5	   1	  
ICE	   4	  
IET	   11	  

Other	   11	  

Further	  events	  are	  in	  planning:	  

Watersport	  Technology	  Talk	  (15th	  May)	  and	  Tees	  Barrage	  Visit	  (22nd	  May)	  
Watersport	  Equipment	  –	  “What’s	  Good	  –	  What’s	  Bad”	  talk	  on	  15th	  May	  
Tees	  Barrage	  Visit	  and	  Exhibition	  -‐	  22nd	  May	  

Young	  Members	  Cameron	  Brewery	  Visit	  (3rd	  or	  10th	  June	  TBC)	  

Teesside	  Gas	  Processing	  Plant	  Breagh	  Project	  (April	  or	  Sept	  TBC)	  

Education	  

The	  Panel	  continues	  to	  focus	  on	  Greenpower	  and	  the	  Engineering	  Education	  Trust	  scheme	  in	  
Teesside.	  



IMechE Tyne & Wear Area Committee 

Report – March 2013 

Activity since last Regional meeting (28.01.13). 

1. T&W Senior Panel Committee meeting held 4th February at Vermont Hotel.
• 8 attendees (including 2 visitors).
• Tom Joyce and Peter Coyle have tendered resignations.
• Committee focussing on events.
• Peter Collington to investigate Facebook/Twitter usage.
• Agreed to train more members on NearYou editing.

2. Knowledge Transfer Partnership event held 6th March.
• organised by Jon Leyland with Northumbria University.
• ~25 attendees, after a lot of additional promotion (various Linked-In groups, SUT, EI)
• Produced unexpected enquiry for new KTP, so Uni happy.

3. Primary Engineer Training, 28th February & 1st March.
• Held at Nissan and Siemens.
• Well attended, good feedback from PE and participants.

4. Trailblazer Event @ Discovery Museum, Friday 8th March.
• A number of T&W Committee members volunteered to help on the day.

Forthcoming Activities. 

1. T&W Senior Panel Committee Meeting, 8th April, Vermont Hotel.
2. Northumbria University Innovation Network – Energy Event, 10th April.

• Non-IMechE event, but will promote on NearYou & Linked-In
3. MPDS Mentor training session, planned for 16th April.

• Venue: Vermont Hotel, Newcastle
• Presenters – Denis Healy and Mike Seymour
• This has been organised in response to request at Annual Review meeting
• Organiser - Chris Briggs.

4. Lecture: Vibration and Strain Measurement applications, planned for 23rd April.
• Venue: Northumbria University, Newcastle
• Presenter – Prof. Jarek Rosinski Managing Director of Transmission Dynamics
• Organisers – Jonathan Leyland / Ali Daadbin

5. Other events – to be progressed.
• Financial Planning Event – to be repeated from Tees Area
• Thomas Lowe Gray lecture – probably now September
• Industrial visits to IHC & Freudenberg

Annex E



A.O.B 

1. Friends of Discovery
• CB met with FoD Committee to discuss how IMechE could support. Agreed to

promote membership of FoD, and specific events, on NearYou, as well as
considering holding events at Discovery (e.g. Thomas Lowe Gray lecture).

2. Equal Approach – request for volunteers
• Contact through Regional Chair, asking for volunteers for ‘Mentoring and Befriending

Foundation’ (MBF). Will post a notice on NearYou, and send out Email to T&W
members.

3. Contact with David Rodgers, STEM Outreach coordinator.
• CB re-established contact at Trailblazer event
• Will introduce new Regional Education Officer
• Asked to promote Nuffield Research Placements

4. ICE Dinner, Thursday 18th April.
• CB to attend on behalf of IMechE Region.

5. IMechE Dinner
• What’s happening about committee places & hosts for guest tables?
• Barbara Sturm, EI guest, asking about transport sharing.

Chris Briggs, 25/03/13 




