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Institution of Mechanical Engineers – North East Region 

Minutes of committee meeting held on 28
th

 January, 2013, 

at The Bowburn Hall Hotel, Durham. 

Present:  

Mark Jackson (Chair); Ken Leung (Hon.Sec.); 

Eric Fisher (Minute Sec.); Jeremy Lewis (SRG); 

Jonathan Grey (Hon.Treas.); Alan Shaw (Dinner); 

Faye Hunter (Greenpower);  

  

  

  

 1. Apologies:   

Apologies were received from Yetunde Adediran, Chris Briggs, Doug Cartwright, Dave 

Gouch, Dennis Healy and Scott Taylor.    In addition to professional pressures, the recent 

snowy weather may have contributed to the low attendance. 

2. Minutes. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 12
th

 November, 2012, were approved, subject to the 

correct spelling of Denis Healy.    The earlier decision that Ken Leung would keep a paper 

based minute book was confirmed.   In addition, he would investigate posting a .pdf version 

on the Web.   Ken confirmed that he already forwards Minutes to Michelle at HQ, who may 

arrange further circulation. 

3. Chairman’s Report 

Mark had already circulated a list of key points by e-mail, Annex A.   There was discussion 

of the following. 

The Chair was confident that a programme of some £17k could be supported.   In addition to 

the basic allocation, several activities should be suitable for support from specialist Institution 

funds and some variation in the costs for Isobel Pollock‟s visit to the 8th March Trailblazers 

http://www.twmuseums.org.uk/discovery/whats-on/exhibitions/trailblazers.html event was 

expected. 

Extra funding for a Greenpower car had been obtained by identifying one specialist fund and 

drafting the application appropriately. 

Strategic targets appeared to be being met.   Those involved in quarterly returns on the 

subject were encouraged to review the targets and ensure that all appropriate items were 

included. 
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The NE Engineering Success Dinner had attracted 21 attendees including some of the 

regional CEOs who employ the most engineers and was well received.   Four new graduate 

training schemes had already resulted.   Further discussions were taking place with Graham 

Hartley,  Siemens MD to extend apprentice training opportunities to their supply chain 

suppliers. 

Primary Engineer had established links with 33 schools in the north of the Region and may be 

extended to Teesside.    They have arranged training days in the Region on 28
th

 February and 

1
st
 March. 

The Linked In group continued to show modest growth to 101 members.   To progress Social 

Media issues, it was suggested that the T&W Area discuss Helen Douglas‟ paper at their next 

meeting. 

Notification of the Shildon Heritage Award date was still awaited.   Several names from the 

Region with railway industry ties were suggested for possible inclusion in the guest list. 

The Chair and Denis had requested a Presidential visit during Patrick Kniveton‟s year of 

office.   The theme was likely to be Graduate and Apprentice training:  Wellstream, Siemens, 

Darchem, British Engines and The Engineering Company might be invited to consider 

daytime visits.   There should also be a suitable Dinner. 

Following a request from Colin Brown, it was agreed that Ali Daadbin should be approached 

about the Education link role.   It was noted that Ali‟s duties at Northumbria already gave 

him considerable expertise in this area. Other nominations would be welcome. Once we have 

a volunteer a job description will be agreed and the person will need to be voted into the role. 

4. Secretary’s Report 

Ken reported that HQ has approached Universities about a new Engineers Award.   This may 

provide opportunities to involve VCs in Institutional activities. 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

Jon confirmed that the calendar year allocation was £14.6k against a request for £18.2k.     It 

was known that several Panels had surplus balances from last year and HQ was likely to be 

receptive to reasoned requests for supplementary funding.   In addition, several items in the 

original package may be eligible for special funding, as noted in Minute 3. 

The Regional budget is divided between the Region, T&W and Tees Areas and T&WYMs.   

Tees YMs are currently being overseen by the Tees Area and do not receive separate funding.  

Jon agreed to forward the financial details. 

Some of the sub-divisions had proposed nine events during the year and it was suspected that 

there may be a degree of double counting.   The proposals compare with expenditure of circa 

£9.6k last year. 
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It was agreed that all planned Regional activities should proceed, subject to financial 

monitoring by the Hon.Treasurer. 

There was discussion about funding a possible Regional Prize.   It was noted that there are 

already Institution and other national prizes, but these normally require a local selection 

process and the preparation of citations.   In addition, the Institution funds prizes for HE 

Institutions, which normally have discretion to decide the “best” candidate.   The Wilton 

Group award at the last Dinner was a special commemorative event and may not be 

representative of common practice.   Although the possibility of a Regional Prize was not 

ruled out, no firm decision was taken. 

6. Regional Manager’s Report and Railway Division Updates 

No reports were received. 

 

7. Automotive Division 

Gave Gouch Sent in the activities in the Tyne Tees Centre, Annex B.  

 

8. Panel Reports. 

The Tyne &Wear report (from Chris Briggs) is attached in Annex C. 

The Teesside report (from Scott Taylor) is attached in Annex D. 

It was agreed that the Secretary should remind those identified in the Agenda that regular 

reports were expected so that the Committee could satisfy its responsibilities.   As the norm, a 

brief written document suitable for inclusion with the Minutes should be available prior to the 

meeting. 

9. Safety and Reliability Group 

Jeremy reported that the Group were holding a HQ seminar on “Competence in Safety and 

Reliability”.   Given the relevance to the Region, it was suggested that speakers be invited to 

supply synopses for circulation in the Region:  LinkedIn might be the most suitable vehicle. 

The Committee was happy to support this development, although the potential for conflict 

with HQ sales of the Seminar proceedings would have to be clarified. 

It was agreed that in future the S&R Group report should be an agenda item. 

10. Greenpower 

Richmond and Monkseaton schools were expected to enter cars for the first time this year.   

In addition, two further schools may be making their first appearance. 

The organisers have arranged an additional Test Day at the Nissan test track on Wednesday, 

15
th

 May.   Faye was encouraged to seek further information about their plans for this event. 
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Greenpower in the Region still have two Goblin cars (suitable for up to Year 6 students) 

available.   It was suggested that the Primary Engineer team may be able to assist in finding 

suitable schools. 

Croft circuit was booked for Wednesday, 3
rd

 July, 2013.   Although the number of supporting 

stalls was being reduced, Greenpower were considering exhibiting a kit car.   This posed 

problems of storage/display for the rest of the year.   Siemens foyer, a Metro station (David 

Mee), the Discovery Museum or a shopping mall were suggested as possibilities. 

Both Doug and Faye expect to stand down at the end of the year.   It was felt that at least one 

of the posts might be attractive to a young graduate as a MPDS activity. 

11. Annual Dinner 

Some 70 potential Corporate guests have been approached and 4 firm bookings made to date.   

This is slightly ahead of the position at the same time last year.   It is envisaged that tele-sales 

will continue until shortly before the event. 

The main arrangements are now fixed and final details such as the sound system and flowers 

are being arranged. 

There will be at least one item for charity auction supplied by the sponsored Charity. 

It was felt that a single Northumbrian piper was more appropriate than a Pipe Band for this 

event.   The Chair will finalise arrangements for this. 

Consideration of Top Table and other guests is well advanced and will be progressed by the 

Chair. 

9. Date of next meeting. 

The next meeting will be held on Monday, 25
th

 March, 2013.   The Regional AGM will begin 

at 6.15, followed by the usual Committee.  The venue is expected to be the Bowburn Hall 

Hotel. 
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Annex A 

 

Mark‟s discussion list 

1. Budget .We got the £17K we asked for.   

2. Strategic Targets. Our new targets are in the attached document. 

3. Greenpower. There is extra funding available to support the purchase of a kit to build 

a car. 

4. Annual Dinner. Speaker and Charity chosen. Top Table invites WIP. Colin Brown 

Engineering Director will attend from HQ. 

5. Lombard. National sponsor of MX awards. Negotiating Annual Dinner sponsorship 

6. NE Engineering Success. Need to agree follow up. 

7. Primary Engineer.Training 1st March. Looking into extra funding to help Children 

with special needs. 

8. Linked in. Update required? 

9. Coordination of Calendar  

10. Newsletter. RSB meeting 5th Feb to discuss this 

11. Heritage Award Shildon – await info 

12. Aerospace Philip Vaughn has agreed to be point of contact no further news 

13. Climate week 4-10 March 

14. Need volunteer to be Education Link - Suggest one of our academics take this on? 

Area Chairs to advise. 

  



 

IMechE NE Committee Meeting 28-1-2013 

 

Annex  B 
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Annex C 

IMechE Tyne & Wear Area Committee 

Report – January 2013 

Activity since last Regional meeting. 

1. T&W Committee meeting held 19
th
 November.  

 11 attendees 

 New location at Vermont Hotel, Newcastle worked well  

2. Regional MD‟s Event, 19
th
 November. 

 Chris Briggs & Jonathan Leyland attended from T&W Panel 

3. Primary Engineer Events, 21
st
 November. 

 Excellent event presented by Susan Scurlock, CEO of Primary Engineer. 

 28 attendees, including many new faces. 

 Good contacts made with PDL-Group and British Engines management. 

 Further follow-ups from Primary Engineer on-going. 

4. T&W Joint Panel Christmas Dinner, 6
th
 December. 

 Good social event for T&W Committee members. 

 17 attendees 

Forthcoming Activities. 

1. T&W Senior Panel Committee Meeting, 4
th
 February, Vermont Hotel. 

2. Knowledge Transfer Partnership event planned for 6th March. 

 organised with Northumbria University. 

 Jon Leyland – contact. 

3. MPDS Mentor training session, planned for 16
th
 April. 

 Venue: Vermont Hotel, Newcastle 

 Presenters – Denis Healy and Mike Seymour 

 This has been organised in response to request at Annual Review meeting 

 Chris Briggs – contact. 

4. Other events – to be progressed. 

A.O.B 

1. Linked-In site: 108 members in the group to date. One member warned, then removed, for posting 

unrelated discussions. 

2. Following discussion at last T&W Committee meeting, the Chairman has written to 4 „lapsed‟ 

members of the Committee to enquire about their continued engagement. One response to date 

from Prof.Tom Joyce, who has decided to stand down from the Committee. We would like to 

thank Tom for all his hard work over the years on the T&W Committee.   

 

Chris Briggs, 27/01/13 
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Annex D 

 

IMechE Regional Meeting 28th January 2013 

Teesside Area Panel Input 

  

Panel Meetings 

Panel Meeting were held on the 11th December and another  new Panel member joined. 

The YM‟s will consolidate with the Senior Panel for 2012/2013 to help them re-establish 

themselves.  

  

Events 

The Teesside Area has a full diary of events to the end of 2012 and with several planned for 

2013. 

"We've got your back". Engineering of the Spine - 14th November 2012 

Bethany Luxmoore gave a very informative talk on the Engineering of the Spine the basis of 

her  

research at Leeds University where researchers across several disciplines at the University of 

Leeds  

are using both computational and experimental modelling techniques to research spinal 

treatments  

such as vertebroplasty and total disc replacement.  25 people attended included medical 

professionals  

from the local University Hospital. 

Independent financial advice from AWD Chase de Vere for IMechE members – 29th 

November 2012 

Due to interest shown by members AWD Chase de Vere held an Independent financial advice 

event  

focusing on Retirement Planning.  Bad weather meant only 7 people attended however the 

feedback  

for the attendees and AWD were both very positive.  

  

Tao of Everest - 6th December 2012 

Using the power of emotional storytelling, Ian Woodall brought the triumphs and tragedies of 

climbing  

Mount Everest directly to his audience in a funny, poignant and inspirational story, showing 

how the  

insights gained on the mountain can enhance everyone‟s Personal Inspiration and Practical 

Leadership  

skills.  50 people attended and the question and answer session lasted over an hour. 

  

Upcoming Events 

 Sustainable Engineering – 6th February 2012 

Dr Chris Ennis is a research chemist with a background in surface, atmospheric and physical 

chemistry.   
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He has a particular interest in development of real solutions to tackle the threat of climate  

destabilisation from anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions. In this presentation Chris will 

discuss his  

research at either end of the spectrum of climate change mitigation: the development of tools 

for  

effective carbon management and the development and deployment of effective carbon  

sequestration technologies. 

  

Air Products Energy from Waste Plant Project – 20th March 2012  

Lisa Jordan, Air Products Business Manager- Bio-energy Europe will give a talk on Air 

Products  

Gasification Power Plant Project 

  

Education 

The Panel continues to focus on Greenpower and the Engineering Education Trust scheme in 

Teesside. 

  

Scott Taylor 


