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IMechE Stand M2:  

“Process Community, Membership & Professional 

Registration” 

Wednesday 20th of May 08:00-17:00 | Thursday 21st of May 09:00-16:00 

Are you an engineering student, apprentice or professional looking to advance your career, strengthen 

your competence, and gain professional recognition? Visit the Institution of Mechanical Engineers stand to 

explore your pathway to professional registration and discover how we support engineers across the 

chemical, process, pharmaceutical, energy and manufacturing sectors. Distribute this link to your contacts 

so they can secure their complimentary tickets: https://invt.io/1exbpi9skzq 

Building on the success of last year’s highly engaged CHEMUK25 presence—where our stand became a 

hub for conversations on competence, training, and professional recognition—we return with an even 

stronger focus on supporting engineers at every career stage. Visitors in 2025 valued the clarity of our 

guidance, the practical mentoring advice, and the opportunity to connect directly with experienced 

Chartered Engineers. This year, we’re expanding that experience. At our stand, you will be able to: 

• Engage with our Process Industries Division Panel Members and Keynote Speaker 

• Get Personalised Advice on Your Career Progression 

• Access Free Education and Skills Resources brought to you by our Working Groups (ESWG) 

• Learn about UK-SPEC Standards for EngTech, IEng and CEng Professional Registration 

• Access IMechE Membership Information, Mentoring and Professional Support 

• Collect your IMechE Merchandise 

 

Advertised at: 

• nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/North-Western/North-Western-Process/event-detail?id=24041 

• nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/North-Western/North-Western-Process/community-hub-news 

• www.linkedin.com/events/7439015194346864640 

IMechE 

Stand M2 
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Day1 Stage 4 Panel:  

“Decarbonisation in Food and Drinks Industry” 

Wednesday 20th of May 14:00-15:00  

This panel session will hear from speakers discussing the need for decarbonisation of food and drinks 

industry to be recognised and driven by business leaders, whether they are technically experienced or 

not.  We will share guidance on what organisations, and the professionals within them, should focus on 

and where they can go to find help and good practices.  This will be followed by a question-and-answer 

session where the audience can tap into the experiences and expertise of the panel.  This session will be 

hosted by the Food and Drinks Engineering Committee, and supported by the Decarbonisation, Heating 

and Cooling working group of the IMechE Process Industries Division. Speakers: 

• EUR ING Martyn Ralph, BSc CEng FIMechE MCIBD 
• Alan D'Ambrogio, MBA CEng MIMechE 
• Dr Ben Connolly, BEng PhD CEng  

• Inigo Matas, MBA CEng MIChemE  
• Richard Coe, BEng(Hons) CEng MIMechE CQP MCQI 

Day1 Stage 4 Panel:  

“Joint Industry Project on Asset Integrity Transformation” 

Wednesday 20th of May 16:00-17:00  

This JIP brings together IMechE, EEMUA, CIA member companies (Syngenta and DSM are core members), 

and the UK regulator to address one of the most significant performance challenges facing chemical and 

process operators today: transforming asset integrity management through risk‑based methods, digital 

technologies, non‑invasive inspection techniques, improved mechanical integrity competence, and more 

efficient turnaround strategies. Early engagement from operators, service providers and technology 

developers has been exceptionally strong, demonstrating the high relevance and urgency of the 

programme. The proposed session would: 

• Present the industry‑wide value and performance gap identified across UK chemical operators in 

relation to mechanical integrity, inspection practices and turnaround optimisation. 

• Introduce the objectives, scope and deliverables of the JIP, including development of a 

standardised Asset Integrity Transformation Framework. 

• Highlight clear opportunities for operators, technology vendors and service partners to contribute 

to and benefit directly from the programme. 

• Share early insights on how enhanced integrity strategies can reduce intrusive inspections, 

optimise turnaround duration and cost, and significantly improve safety and uptime. 

This session would align strongly with the existing CHEMUK themes around decarbonisation, digitalisation, 

operational excellence, and regulatory expectations. Given the scale of industry interest and the 

cross‑sector relevance of the initiative, CHEMUK26 provides the ideal platform for its formal launch to the 

wider community. Speakers: 

• Alan D'Ambrogio, MBA CEng MIMechE 
• EUR ING Martyn Ralph, BSc CEng FIMechE MCIBD 

• EUR ING Richard Hellebrand, BSc(Hons) CEng 
FIMechE FEI 
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Day2 Stage 4 Keynote: 

“Compliance in Bulk Materials Handling” 

Thursday 21st of May 13:00-13:20 

As the industrial landscape moves closer to 2030 sustainability targets, the regulatory framework 

governing bulk materials handling has become increasingly complex. This keynote addresses the critical 

"information gap" in the sector, providing a vital roadmap for engineers navigating the intersection of 

operational efficiency and legal compliance. 

Drawing on recent updates to the Silo Eurocode (EN 1991:4) and the evolution of DSEAR/ATEX directives, 

this session will explore practical strategies for mitigating high-impact risks such as silo collapse and dust 

explosions. Attendees will gain insights into how to integrate machinery safeguards and environmental 

permitting into a cohesive management system. By focusing on the unique challenges of handling novel 

green feedstocks and automated processing lines, the session demonstrates how robust compliance is not 

just a regulatory necessity, but a primary driver for operational safety and organizational synergy in a Net 

Zero economy. 

Reference: www.imeche.org/news/news-article/compliance-in-bulk-materials-handling-2023-q-a-with-

mike-bradley-the-wolfson-centre-for-bulk-solids-handling-technology  

Keynote Speaker:  

• Prof Michael Bradley, BSc PhD CEng FMHEA  
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About Process Industries Division  

Who we are 
The Institution of Mechanical Engineers provides life-long learning opportunities for over 110,000 members, many of 
whom will achieve professionally registered status. We provide the opportunity to meet, exchange ideas and innovate. 

We support our members and the wider engineering community to develop their skills throughout their careers. 
 
Process Industries Division works with industries where primary production processes are either continuous or batch 
produced. Process Industries Division is a focus for members, as well as other national and international bodies, who 

are concerned with or working in mechanical engineering within the process industry. 
 

Regional centres 
Even though the division serves global IMechE members, it has two regional centres in the North West and Yorkshire. 
 

Technical Activity Committees 
Process Industries Division has six Technical Activity Committees (TACs): 

• Bulk Materials Handling 

• Food and Drink Engineering 

• Oil, Gas and Chemical 

• Pharmaceutical Engineering 

• Upstream Oil and Gas 

• Water and Wastewater Industry 
 

Industries or disciplines covered 
Examples of the process industries include: 

• food 

• beverages 

• chemicals 

• pharmaceuticals 

• petroleum/oil & gas 

• ceramics 

• base metals 

• coal 

• plastics 

• rubber 

• textiles 

• tobacco 

• wood and wood products 

• paper and paper products 

• water and wastewater 

• bioenergy production & processing

What we do 
Interaction with other Divisions and Groups within the IMechE, as well as external professional bodies including IET, 

IChemE, IOM3, SPE, UKOOG, Oil & Gas UK, Hazards Forum. • Represent the process industries to Government 

legislators and international bodies. • Organise lectures, seminars, conferences and other events through our 
Technical Activity Committees and regional centres • Liaise with internal divisions and groups, regions and external 
bodies to provide the Institution's focus within their field • Promote best practice • Provide a forum for 
the dissemination of information through events and publications • Support Institution members in their activities • 
Promote education and training and continuing professional development and seek opportunities to provide the 
Institution's opinion on relevant topics. • Follow us on LinkedIn and join our discussion group. 
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Our Working Groups 

The IMechE Process Division Working Groups serve as the strategic engine room for the Division, 

translating high-level industry challenges into actionable engineering guidance, knowledge sharing, and 

professional development. These groups are structured around the "Challenges and Opportunities" 

framework, ensuring that the Division remains at the forefront of the rapidly evolving industrial landscape. 

By bringing together diverse cohorts of Chartered Engineers, researchers, and industry leaders, the 

working groups bridge the gap between theoretical innovation and practical application across sectors 

including oil and gas, pharmaceuticals, food and drink, water, and power. 

A primary pillar of the Working Groups is the facilitation of the Energy Transition. As the industry pivots 

away from traditional fossil fuels, specific groups focus on repurposing existing oil and gas skill sets to 

support new energy technologies. This includes deep dives into Carbon Capture, Utilisation and Storage 

(CCUS), hydrogen economies, geothermal energy, and offshore wind. By hosting high-attendance 

webinars and producing interim reports, these groups ensure that the process engineering community is 

equipped to lead the transition to a Net Zero economy while maintaining national energy security. 

In tandem with energy, the Division places a heavy emphasis on Sustainability and Resource 

Management. Working groups dedicated to "Treasuring our Home’s Resources" and all our Technical 

Advisory Committees (TACs) address the circular economy, focusing on waste reduction and the cleaning 

of natural resources. These efforts extend into the agricultural sector through collaborations such as the 

IFEAA, where engineers tackle complex issues like methane measurement and sustainable food 

production. This holistic approach ensures that engineering solutions contribute to environmental 

restoration as much as industrial efficiency. 

Safety and Asset Reliability remain foundational to the Process Division’s mission. The "Good Practices in 

Process Safety" group focuses on "learning for success," analysing past failures to prevent future disasters 

in high-risk environments. This is supported by specialized groups in Condition Monitoring and Bulk 

Materials Handling, which address the structural integrity of silos and the management of hazardous dust. 

As we look toward 2026, these groups are increasingly focusing on emerging regulatory challenges, such 

as the management of PFAS (forever chemicals) and the implementation of high-resolution modelling for 

climate risk adaptation. 

Finally, the Working Groups foster the next generation of talent and digital transformation. Through 

partnerships with institutions like Cambridge University, the Division supports MPhil student projects that 

link academic research with industrial needs. Simultaneously, digital working groups explore the "Climate 

Cost of Data" and the integration of AI in process control. By collaborating closely with bodies like the 

IChemE and the Young Members Board, the Process Division Working Groups ensure a robust, safe, and 

sustainable future for the global process industries. 

Are you looking for an unparalleled opportunity to showcase your company's innovations, share your 

technical expertise, and connect with a vast network of engineering professionals? If you are interest in 

becoming a thought leader in our working groups or become a speaker at our events, then please fill in 

the surveys below which will help us understand your background, interests, and how you envision 

contributing to our mission. 

• Working Group Thought Leaders Nomination Form 

• Event Speaker Invitation Form 

For more information and latest news on our activities, please visit our Community Hub News page. 
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Supporting Members, IMechE Staff & Speaker Biographies 

EUR ING Murat Islam, BEng MSc PgCert CEng IntPE(UK) FIMechE 

Team Lead, ENG Design & Drafting, Belcan Engineering Services UK Ltd (LinkedIn) 

Lead Developer & Founder, Empowering Engineers UK  

Board Vice Chair, IMechE Process Industries Division 

Member, IMechE North Western Region and Greater Manchester Area 

Murat is an experienced engineering leader with over 16 years in mechanical design, 

manufacturing, and technical governance across the aerospace, marine, and rotating 

equipment sectors. He leads a team of engineers at Belcan Engineering Services UK Ltd, 

where he is responsible for technical delivery, quality, and performance across managed service projects. 

Before joining Belcan, Murat spent nearly a decade at John Crane as a Lead Engineer, managing global 

technical support, advanced product training, and R&D for power transmission couplings. He founded the 

company’s simulation user group, now engaging more than 190 engineers worldwide. His earlier career 

includes roles at Airbus, Trelleborg Offshore, and BMP Europe, where he developed a patented subsea 

cable protection system. 

Murat is a committed volunteer within the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, serving as Board Vice Chair 

of the Process Industries Division and as a Professional Review Interview Chair. He actively mentors 

engineers toward professional registration and supports STEM outreach, regional events, and the annual 

Engineering Excellence Awards. He is also the founder of EmpoweringEngineers.uk, a free platform 

offering AI‑driven tools to support engineers on their path to EngTech, IEng, and CEng. 

Alan D'Ambrogio, MBA CEng MIMechE 

Market Development Manager, TÜV Rheinland (LinkedIn) 

Board Member, IMechE Process Industries Division 

Chair, IMechE Teesside Area 

Past Chair, IMechE North East Region 

Within the North East Chair role, he works to help ensure Mechanical Engineers are able 

to contribute to a global, inclusive and digitally enabled engineering community, 

thereby playing their part in improving the world we live in through engineering. In TUV 

Rheinland in the UK, Alan is offering unrivalled expertise and digital enablement in several areas including 

process safety, asset integrity and reliability improvement; supporting operators reduce risk, extend asset 

life and optimize their operational costs. 

Alan has over thirty years’ experience as a consultant, project manager, turnaround manager, operations 

and maintenance engineer in the oil, gas and petrochemicals industries.  In the last 5 years, his role has 

focused on collaborating with operators across the Energy Industries globally to deliver world class 

advisory services, that improve operational performance, support decarbonisation and realise digital 

transformation. Alan graduated from Manchester University in the UK with an Honours Degree 

Engineering & Manufacturing degree.  He started his career with Imperial Chemical Industries (ICI) in 

1989 and moved to ABB in 2001.  He also holds a Masters in Business Administration (MBA) with 

Distinction from Durham University in the UK. 
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EUR ING Martyn Ralph, BSc CEng FIMechE MCIBD 

Food and Drinks Engineering Committee Chair, IMechE Process Industries Division (LinkedIn) 

Retired International Brewery Design Engineer, Owner & Consultant,  

at Focused Consultancy Limited 

Martyn is a Chartered Mechanical Engineer, a member of the Chartered Institute of 

Brewing and Distilling and a member of the Brewing Engineers Association. Martyn 

worked for large multinational brewers and consulting engineers on five continents, 

designing breweries and acting as Owner’s Representative on multi-million-dollar 

projects. He is a specialist in managing projects in third world and developing countries. 

His skills as a brewery engineer have also been used in the hygienic, non-brewing sectors, such as Dairy 

Processing, Baby Foods, Soft Drinks, Food, Toiletries and Polymers. Martyn also worked as a Consultant 

for Micro-brewery owners including Little Creatures and Mikkeller Breweries in London. 

EUR ING Richard Hellebrand, BSc(Hons) CEng FIMechE FEI  

Board Member, IMechE Process Industries Division (LinkedIn) 

Retired (past PSM Superintendent, Westlake Corporation)  

Board member, UK Process Safety Management Competence Programme 

Board member, IMechE Process Industries Division 

Chair, IMechE Good Practices in Process Safety working group 

Member, IMechE Bulk Materials Handling Technical Advisory Committee 

Corporate representative, European Process Safety Centre 

A Fellow of both IMechE and the Energy Institute, Richard has worked in the process industries for forty 

years. For much of his career, he was the Responsible Engineer at Upper Tier COMAH sites, delivering 

improvements in process safety, asset integrity, reliability and energy efficiency. He retired after leading 

Process Safety Management for Westlake’s chemical manufacturing plants across Europe and Asia. 

Richard loves to collaborate with like-minded champions from other professional institutions, bodies and 

trade associations to share learning and reduce process safety risks. 

Roy Fincham, BSc(Hons) 

Sales Director, Pro-Handling Ltd (LinkedIn) 

IMechE Pharmaceutical Engineering Committee Member, Process Industries Division 

Roy is an experienced professional within the Pharmaceutical industry providing custom 

designed machines on a global scale. His specialism is to solve the challenges of 

Pharmaceutical production with regards to GMP regulations, Process, Materials Handling 

and Production Requirements.  

Over the past 25 years, Roy has travelled all over the world, visiting many different 

production sites for pharmaceutical companies involved in oral solid dosing, drug product and drug 

substance. In 2023 Roy formed Pro-Handling Ltd seeing a demand to promote innovative equipment 

manufacturers, recognising those who are planning for the future to meet the ever-increasing demands 

placed on the manufacturing process and its regulatory framework. 
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Charlotte Brownsword, BA(Hons) 

IMechE Business Development Manager (Training and Membership Support) (LinkedIn) 

Charlotte Brownsword is an experienced business development professional with a 

strong background in membership engagement, training solutions, and client 

relationship management. Based in Derby, she currently serves as a Business 

Development Manager at the Institution of Mechanical Engineers (IMechE), where she 

supports organisations with in company training and membership development. Her role 

builds on her earlier success as a Membership Development Executive, where she helped 

engineers progress professionally and strengthened partnerships across the UK. 

Before joining IMechE, Charlotte worked at the Patient Information Forum (PIF) as a Member Engagement 

Officer, fostering meaningful connections across the health information sector and ensuring members 

received high value support. Her career began in people focused roles, including serving as an Assistant 

Director at Explore Learning and working as a Social Care Worker supporting young adults with autism 

and learning difficulties in a residential setting. 

Charlotte holds a Bachelor’s degree in Health and Social Care from Nottingham Trent University. Known 

for her strengths in account management, educational technology, and sales management, she brings a 

people centred, consultative approach to every role. She is passionate about helping individuals and 

organisations grow through structured development, high quality training, and long-term professional 

support. 

Prof Michael Bradley, BSc PhD CEng FMHEA  

Professor of Particle and Bulk Technology and Director of The Wolfson Centre for Bulk Solids Handling 

Technology at the University of Greenwich (LinkedIn) 

A major part of the work of his group is in energy from waste and renewable biomass 

materials, for both process heat and electricity generation.  He has thirty years of 

experience in engineering and re-engineering both plants and bulk materials to eliminate 

solids flow problems and researching the causes of these problems and methods for 

preventing them either at the plant design stage or through modification of the fuel 

formulation. www.gre.ac.uk/engsci/research/groups/wolfsoncentre 

 

Dr Ben Connolly, BEng PhD CEng  

Research and Development Manager at Briggs of Burton  (LinkedIn) 

Dr. Ben Connolly is a Chartered Senior Process Engineer and the Research and 

Development Manager at Briggs of Burton, where he specializes in the food and drink 

sectors with a focus on brewing and distilling. He possesses extensive experience in the 

FMCG industry, with core competencies in chemical engineering, process simulation, and 

engineering design. Previously, Ben spent over seven years at Lorien Engineering 

Solutions, managing technical projects involving P&ID development, equipment sizing, 

and full-scale commissioning. 

Ben’s academic foundation includes a PhD, MSc, and BEng in Chemical Engineering from Swansea 

University, as well as a Master’s degree in Brewing and Distilling from Heriot-Watt University. In addition 

to his industrial work, he has published research on freeze concentration technologies for the desalination 

industry. His technical expertise is rounded out by elementary and limited working proficiency in Chinese 

and French. 
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Richard Coe, BEng(Hons) CEng MIMechE CQP MCQI 

Principal Consultant, Protogen Ltd.  (LinkedIn) 

RP, RPi, Associate GMDP Quality Consultant and Lead Auditor  

Pharmaceutical Engineering Committee Member, IMechE Process Industries Division 

A chartered engineer and quality professional, Richard has over 40 years’ experience 

(the last 29 in pharmaceuticals) of engineering process design, project and quality 

management in industries as diverse as pharmaceuticals, logistics, agriculture and 

motorsport.  The combination of this practical “life” experience, understanding of the 

reasons for safety / compliance rules and the science of the underlying processes enable him to provide 

pragmatic, risk-based and cost-effective solutions to sometimes challenging situations.   

His specialist activities are agentic AI solutions, process design risk assessments, GMP equipment supplier 

approval audits, computer systems validation and supply chain process risk assessments.  Outputs for his 

clients are cost-effective, compliant and sustainable solutions. 

He is a voluntary member of the IMechE Pharmaceutical Technical Advisory Committee, chair of Process 

Industries Education and Skills Workgroup and an industrialist member of the IMechE Academic Standards 

Committee. 

Outside of the “day job”, his interests include supporting his daughter’s commercial pilot training, motor 

cycling (advanced rider), sustainable house renovation, gardening and motorsport technology. 

Inigo Matas, MBA CEng MIChemE  

 Process Director, Integro Design Engineering Associates (IDEA) and Distill-Re.  (LinkedIn) 

Chartered Chemical Engineer and MBA with over 25 years of industrial process 

experience in energy-intensive sectors like Petrochemicals, chemicals and spirit sectors.  

Strong background in full project lifecycle: from conceptual design and FEED to 

commissioning and start-up.  

Process optimisation to reduce waste energy and improve site overall energy efficiency. 

Energy audits. 
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