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CARDBOARD  
BOAT RACE 
 

 

 The Bath and Bristol Institute of Mechanical Engineering and 
the education charity My Future My Choice supported by the 
Bristol Initiative Charitable Trust are again delighted to offer 
you the chance to take part in our build and race (or sink!) to 
open the Harbour Festival weekend in Bristol. 
 
This is an opportunity for teams to build a vessel made of 
cardboard which is capable of transporting two people or 
more a distance of 250m. The fastest boat to complete our 
circuit will win the race. The most innovative and the most 
ridiculous boats to enter will also be rewarded. See overleaf 
for further details.  
 
If all that doesn’t float your boat, there is the Young 
Shipwrights Annual Boat Race. This is part of ‘Learning Ships’ 
which provides experience for children to explore Bristol’s 
heritage and build functioning models of iconic sailing 
vessels. Funding and volunteers to help Primary Schools take 
part comes from business. You can support this event by 
volunteering , sponsoring or by having fun entering a team 
into the Cardboard Boat Race  
 
 
  
 
 Last year over 4000 watched these events on the quayside and many more saw it on national television news 

 
 
 
 

  

  

  
This event is open to all, but teams wishing to enter should 
declare their interest by the 11th July 2014. 

19th July 2014 at 12:00 noon 

Princes Wharf  
Wapping Rd  
Bristol  
BS1 4RN 
 



 

 

CARDBOARD 
BOAT RACE 

  
 
 

Available Awards announced on the day  
 

 The Pride of the Regatta, for the fastest boat 
 The Vogue Award, for the most spectacular boat 
 Team Spirit Award, for the most spirited team 
 Titanic Award, for the least seaworthy boat 

 

All projects have their specific constraints, we are 
asking you to use cardboard in an innovative and 
creative way to construct your boat! 

 

   
Rules 
Maximum of 4 people per team. But if you think you make 
a boat that can hold more people you are more than 
welcome to do so. 
 
The boat must be made entirely from cardboard. We 
recommend the use of double corrugated cardboard.  
Tubes made from cardboard may be a useful addition to 
confer some structural integrity. Reasonable use of 
adhesive tape and varnishes is also permissible. 
 
You are welcome to supply your own construction 
materials (or we can help you source them). Space on the 
Quayside will be provided on the day to house your boat 
in advance of the event.  
  
 

 We need volunteers to help children build their own 
sailing boats, as part of the Young Shipwrights Annual Boat 
Race.  
 
Teams of five children will work alongside a volunteer to 
build a functioning sail boat from cardboard (but on a 
smaller scale). 
 
It’s an opportunity for children to find out about their 
heritage; meet people with different jobs from different 
backgrounds and expand the choice open to them through 
school and beyond. 
 
All materials and facilitators are provided for the Young 
Shipwrights Primary School workshops. 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Cardboard Boat race event is open to all, but teams 
wishing to enter should declare their interest by the 11th 
July 2014. 

19th July 2014 at 12:00noon 

Princes Wharf  
Wapping Rd  
Bristol  
BS1 4RN 
 
For Booking your place in the event please click here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information please contact: 
mailto:hugh@myfuturemychoice.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
"Thank you very much for a really enjoyable afternoon with the school children  .....Volunteers thoroughly 

enjoyed the task. It was great to be able to have a sense of achievement at the end, as well as something 

to look forward to, when they race their boats at the Harbour Festival.". Angela Parfitt, Recruitment 

Advisor. Burges Salmon 

http://nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/Western/bath-bristol-young-member-panel/event-detail?id=9268
mailto:hugh@myfuturemychoice.co.uk

