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Railway Division Lecture Programme
The Railway Division produces a very busy 
programme including lectures, visits, workshops, 
conferences and seminars at its seven centres 
throughout the UK, in India and the Institution’s 
headquarters. Please visit the full list of events at:
www.imeche.org/railway

If you should have any queries about the Railway 
Division, please email:
e: membernetworks@imeche.org

Railway Challenge
A highlight of the Railway Division’s programme 
is the annual Railway Challenge. Teams of young 
engineers design and develop a 10¼” gauge 
locomotive to compete against other industry and 
university teams, culminating in a weekend of tests 
and dynamic performance challenges, vying to  
win the coveted trophy. Further information is 
available at: 
www.imeche.org/events/challenges/railway-challenge

Latest details are available from the IMechE website:
https://nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/ 
North-Eastern
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Wednesday 15 September 2021
Gauging Techniques (Virtual) 
Karis Day, Lead Gauging Engineer, Omnicom Balfour 
Beatty will provide us with an insight on modern 
gauging techniques and the role that technology 
plays in avoiding an interference fit.
Tuesday 21 September 2021
North Eastern Railway Engineers’ Forum 
(Virtual) 
Four speakers on diverse topics on the subject of
‘Driving Forward - Rail in the North East’.   
 Sponsored by Sabre Rail of Newton Aycliffe, County Durham

Tuesday 19 October 2021
RD Chairman’s Address: Dots and Boxes: 
What it can teach railway engineers and 
organisations
The new Railway Division Chairman, James 
Collinson, will give his Chairman’s Address.
Wednesday 10 November 2021
Decarbonising Diesel – Class 170 Eminox 
Project (Virtual) 
Nick Lamb, Fleet Support Engineer, East Midlands 
Railway and Ian Williams, Project Manager, Porterbrook, 
will describe the project to reduce exhaust 
emissions, including carbon, of a mid-life DMU using 
the Eminox exhaust ‘after-treatment’ system.
Thursday 9 December 2022
Film evening (Virtual) 
The usual mix of enjoyable railway-related films, 
chosen by Richard Gibbon and Derek Rayner.
 Partner(s): Yorkshire and North East Film Archive

All lectures are free and open to all
Latest details are available from the IMechE’s Near 
You website: https://nearyou.imeche.org/near-
you/UK/North-Eastern/NE-RD-Centre

Tuesday 18 January 2022
MkV Caledonian Sleeper and MkVa TPE Day 
Coaches (Leeds) 
Graham Taylor, UK Programmes Executive Advisor, 
CAF, will talk us through the triumphs, trials and 
tribulations of the replacement fleet of the BR MkIII 
sleepers and the new additions to the TPE fleet.

Thursday 17 February 2022
Robotics in Rail (Virtual) 
Simon Jarrett, Engineering Assurance and 
Development Manager, Chiltern Railways - and a 
selection of speakers - will explain the ‘state of 
the art’ technology in the application of robots to 
enhance modern rail vehicle maintenance practices. 

Tuesday 5 April 2022 
Modern Freight Wagons built in the UK – 
Ecofret 2 Leeds /Doncaster tbc 
Les Bryant, group Business Development Director, 
WH Davis, will outline the ‘modernisation’ of the 
successful Ecofret wagon design to better suit 
the current intermodal market and thus be more 
effective for freight operators.

Tuesday 10 May 2022
4 wheels on my wagon - Pacer retrospective 
Huddersfield University, Institute of Rail Research 
Ian Walmsley, formerly Engineering Development 
Manager, Porterbrook and now writer at Modern 
Railways - together with Andy Marden, Engineering 
Transformation Manager, Northern Rail, will look 
back fondly (or otherwise!) on the Class 14x trains, 
the now withdrawn saviour of a many rural routes in 
the North of England and elsewhere.
 Joint event with the RD NW Centre.
  Preceded by tour of the research facilities, including  
  pantograph rig, train ride simulator and robotic rolling 
  stock maintenance lab.

Thursday 9 June 2022 
Doncaster Grammar School Railway Collection 
at the Danum Museum and Library  
(Technical Visit)  
A private viewing of the gallery, followed by a lecture 
about the collection by a museum trustee. Details to 
be announced.

Welcome to the programme for the North Eastern 
Centre for 2021/22: you might have noticed that 
whilst this is still not a normal year, it will also be a 
busy year. We had hoped to resume in person in 
January 2021. Instead, our virtual world resulted 
in much greater reach and greater engagement.  
We’ll continue to use the virtual tools to make that 
possible but will also look at being able to meet in 
person, as guidelines permit.
The world has changed, but people and goods will 
still move and if we build back better, that means 
a greater role for the railways of the world. Those 
railways can be greener through modal shift but 
also better in themselves.  
Our programme should reflect this emphasis, 
featuring topics as diverse as improving emissions 
on existing diesel fleets, gauging techniques, 
robotics in maintenance, new trains and old ones, 
as well as new wagons built in the UK.  
Our competition for young engineers, the Future 
of Rail, will be held in February, with the winner 
going forward to the national final in May; our 2021 
winner, Morgan Price of Freightliner won the final 
too, with his presentation on the development of 
a bogie overhaul specification from a blank sheet 
of paper. The topics featured always prompt the 
established engineers to reflect on how technology 
and methods move on, and how much we need to 
maintain our CPD - which brings me back to why we 
put the programme together.
The 2022 Future of Rail competition will again be 
held in February, with the winner going forward to 
the national final in May. I strongly encourage you to 
support these young engineers who will become our 
professional engineers of the future by attending;  
I guarantee that you will learns something too.
If you like this programme, tell your friends; if not, 
please tell us, and keep an eye on the Near You page 
in case of changes.

Louise Shaw
North Eastern Centre Chair

CHAIRMAN’S NOTE


