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NE Centre virtual meetings 

To join these please go to: 

http://nearyou.imeche.org/near-
you/uk/NorthEastern 

 
This programme may be subject to change.  Please check 
on Near You for amendments.  Updates are sent to those 

on our distribution list: if you wish to join the list, please 
email rdnortheast@imeche.org  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEADQUARTERS CONTACT 
Member Networks 

Ph: +44 (0) 207 973 1242 

e: Elena.vycan@imeche.org 

w: www.imeche.org/railway 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
RAILWAY DIVISION 
LECTURE PROGRAMME  
The Railway Division produces a very busy 
programme including lectures, visits, work-
shops, conferences and seminars at its seven 
centres throughout the UK, in India and the 
Institution’s headquarters. 
 
Please visit the full list of events at: 
 
www.imeche.org/knowledge/ 
 
www.imeche.org/events/events-
upcoming?topic=railway  
If you should have any queries about the 
Railway Division, please email: 
 
railway@imeche.org 
 
 
  
 
INTERNATIONAL ACCIDENT INVESTI-
GATION CONFERENCE  
For more details visit: 
www.imeche.org/knowledge/industries
/Railway/events 
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NORTH EASTERN CENTRE 

PROGRAMME 2020-21 
Thursday 13th August ’20 
Crowle Peatland Railway 
 

Angus Townley, a founder member and trustee of this 
preserved 2ft gauge line on Crowle and Thorne Moors 
will give a presentation on the railway serving peat 
extraction from the largest areas of lowland peat bog 
in England. 
 

Tuesday 15th September ’20 
North Eastern Railway Engineers’ Forum 
 

Four speakers on diverse topics on the subject of 
‘Rail enhancements for the North East’  
Sponsored by Sabre Rail of Newton Aycliffe, Co 
Durham. 
Joint event with IET, IRSE, PWI, ICE and RCEA 
 

Wednesday 30th September ’20 
Metrofutures – new trains, bigger network  
 

Neil Blagburn, Metro Development Director, Nexus will 
update us on the new Stadler train fleet and continuing 
development plans. 
Joint event with Tyne & Wear Area 
 

Wednesday 14th October ’20 
RD Chairman’s Address: The Long History and 

Exciting Future of Systems Thinking  
 

The new Railway Division Chairman, Felix Schmid, will 
give his Chairman’s Address on railway systems 
 

Tuesday 17th November ’20 
The Judicious Mix for Rail Decarbonisation 
 

David Shirres will discuss the possible range of traction options 
and where they might be deployed to decarbonise rail by 
2050. 
Joint event with South Eastern Centre 
 

Thursday 3rd December ’20 
Film evening 
 

The usual mix of enjoyable railway-related films, some 
presented by Richard Gibbon and Derek Rayner. 
 

Partner(s): To be announced 
 

Wednesday 13th January ’21 
Class 230 variants 
Leeds, Cosmopolitan Hotel 
 

Steve Rowell, Chief Operations Engineer, Vivarail will 
enlighten us about the upcycling of the D78 LUL trains 
into the different variants of the Class 230.  
  
Joint meeting with IET Yorkshire (tbc) 
 

Thursday 11th February ’21 
Future of Rail Competition 
Sheffield - venue to be confirmed  
 

Young members compete for cash prizes and the 
winner goes forward to HQ to participate against 
winners from other centres for a £1000 award. 
 

Wednesday 31st March ’21 
New trains in a franchise that’s not used to it 
Huddersfield University - The Sir George Buckley 
Lecture Theatre  
Preceded by a technical visit to the Institute of 
Railway Research at 16.30. 
 

Andy Marden, Head of Transformation – Engineering, 
Northern Rail will speak about the work which went 
into preparing for the arrival of several new fleets in 
the Northern franchise. 
 

Joint with RD North Western Centre 
 

Wednesday 21st April ’21 
Carriage Design 1950 - 2020 
NRM, York; also Centre AGM  
 

Dave Tooley will review the evolution of coaching 
stock design over the years. 
Preceded by a ‘Get Chartered’ event at 15.00 for 
those aspiring to become members of the Insti-
tution. 
 

Wednesday 12th May ’21 
Class 66 Conversion to Simulators  
Leeds, Cosmopolitan Hotel  
 

(Unavoidably postponed from 2019) John Smith, MD, 
GBRf, will talk about the enterprising conversion of 
66734 into two driver simulators for ERTMS training. 
Joint event with the IRO and IET, Yorkshire(tbc) 
 

June ’21 
Technical visit - Crowle Peatland Railway 
Details to be announced 

 

 

ALL LECTURES ARE FREE 

AND OPEN TO ALL 
 
All meetings until the end of 2020 will be virtual. 
Please register beforehand and login 15 minutes 
before the start time. 
All in-person meetings will start at 17.30 with light 
refreshments: please book, if you can, to assist 
catering numbers, using Near You. Lectures start at 
18.00, for an hour, followed by Q&A. 

 

CHAIR’S NOTE 
Welcome to the programme for the North Eastern Centre for 
2020/21: you might have noticed that this is not a normal 
year.  It will still be a busy year, which we hope to resume in 
person in January 2021. 

To ensure that IMechE can remain part of its members’ and 
guests’ lives, the whole of the Railway Division’s programme 
has moved into the digital world. The programme until the end 
of 2020 will be fully accessible, without geographical re-
striction: all RD lectures run by the local Centres are open to 
everybody.  By the time you read this, we will already have 
held our first lecture, on the Crowle Peatland Railway, in mid-
August. 

As Northeastern Centre Chair, my objective is to put together 
a programme of lectures and social events that are interesting 
and informative.  They’ll be taking place against a background 
of positive intent from the Northern Powerhouse Rail pro-
gramme, from the Northeast and West Yorkshire Combined 
Authorities, our local operators and the local supply chain as 
we steadily emerge from the Coronavirus pandemic.   

The programme has broad appeal, featuring up to the moment 
topics such as decarbonisation, new trains and network 
expansion plans.  It also features the enterprising and 
opportunistic side of an engineer’s mind: upcycling existing 
trains for new purposes with several novel traction energy 
sources, and the ingenious re-purposing of an accident-
damaged loco.  We’ll dig deeper into the evolution and safety 
improvements of carriage design in the second half of the 
twentieth century and the early part of the twenty-first. 

Our competition for young engineers, the Future of Rail, will 
be held in February, with the winner going forward to the 
national final in May.  The topics featured always prompt the 
established engineers to reflect on how technology and 
methods move on, and how much we need to maintain our 
CPD, which brings me back to why we put the programme 
together. 

If you like it, tell your friends; if not, please tell us, and keep an 
eye on the Near You page in case of changes. 
 
Louise Shaw 
North Eastern Centre Chair 
(rdnortheast@imeche.org) 
 
 

Latest details are available on the IMechE Near You website: 
nearyou.imeche.org/near-you/UK/North-Eastern/NE-
RD-Centre 

 

 


