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Minutes of Meeting 
 
Subject of meeting: Committee meeting 
Date of meeting: 19th November 2010, 19:30 – 21:00. 
Location of meeting: The Corner’s Clock, Plaza del Peru 4, Madrid. 
 

 
 
 
The attendance was noted and the following apologies received:  The Chairman, Retired Member 
Officer, Communications Officer and Industrial and Academic Institutions (IAI) Officer. 
 
Members present: Vice-Chairman, Treasurer and the Secretary. 
 
 
The following are the minutes of meeting held: 
 

1. The minutes of meeting held 5th November 2010 were distributed and approved by all 
members present. 

2. Several comments received regarding the minutes of meeting held 5th November 2010 were 
discussed and are detailed here: 

i. In response to item 7 the European Chairman reported that it is highly unlikely that the 
IMechE President would be available for meeting with the Branch in Spain in 2011.  It 
was recommended that instead the Branch could consider an ex-President as a high 
profile guest.  Further it was advised that any high profile speaker event should be a 
separate event from the Christmas Event. 

ii. In relation to item 9 the European Chairman commented that it is recommended that the 
Branch should not fund members to the Christmas Event beyond a subsidy on the meal.  
With the financing of the Event to be reviewed by the Branch considering the normal 
practice of the IMechE and other European Branches.   

iii. In response to item 15 the European Chairman reported that 40p/mile is the rate fixed 
for all countries by HQ to which the Branch should adhere.  It was agreed that the 
Branch would maintain 40p/mile as its base rate but the rate of 0.25€/km would be 
offered to all members seeking car travel reimbursement. 

3. The speaker for the 2010 Christmas Event was discussed and agreed to be confirmed within 
the following days after consultation with the Chairman. 

4. The number of confirmed attendees to the 2010 Christmas Event was discussed.  At the date 
of meeting the number was 20 confirmed plus speaker. 



SPAIN BRANCH 
  

 

  25th November 2010
 

5. The financing of the 2010 Christmas Event was discussed.  It was agreed that based on the 
price of the meal with drinks the subsidy for members would be fixed and informed to all 
attendees at earliest possible date.  It was agreed and noted that the Branch would not 
subsidize non-members.  The Treasurer reported that the Branch would not be able to 
reimburse for any travel or accommodation for the event and several replies had been made 
to members to this effect. 

6. The venue for the 2010 Christmas Event was agreed as La Catedral de Zamora, (C/ Santa 
Engracia, 22, 28010, Madrid). 

7. It was reported that the Treasurer has ordered gifts for event speakers and is in the process of 
obtaining banners and posters to be used at future events.  It was noted that the Secretary 
shall contact HQ with the request of IMechE literature to be handed out to non-members. 

8. An account of a meeting between the Branch and the British Embassy in Madrid was given by 
the Treasurer.  On the 15th November 2010 the Treasurer and the IAI Officer attended a 
meeting with an Embassy representative at the location of the British Embassy in Torre 
Espacio, Paseo de la Castellana 259D, 28046, Madrid.  The purpose of the meeting was 
introducing the Branch and expanding the possibility of the Branch utilising the Embassy 
location.  It was reported that there is the possibility of event collaborations between the 
Branch and the Embassy in the future.  The Embassy noted that any future events typically be 
of the type of conferences, forums, courses would principally be run and organized by the 
Embassy with the Branch acting in a sponsorship role. It was noted that for such an event the 
Embassy could waive facility rental cost to the Branch. It would be required that events should 
involve an Industrial/Trade theme and be of interest to the Embassy.  Agreed that this 
opportunity would be followed up and discussed further by the Branch. 

9. It was discussed that IAI Officer has generated and distributed a Draft Plan of Activities for 
2011 to be used by the Branch and which shall be continued to be updated in the future based 
on Branch activities. 

10. Agreed that the Secretary shall co-ordinate with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and all 
Branch committee members in order to develop Branch literature and presentation material 
that could be used for future meetings. 

11. The Treasurer reported that the Branch now has available a Budget for year 2010 and that the 
budget proposal for year 2011 has been submitted to HQ for approval. 

12. The date of next meeting to be held was proposed as 21st January 2011, with the venue to be 
confirmed. 

 
 

Prepared by Myles Watkins 
Secretary Spain Branch 

spainsec@imechenetwork.org 


